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Overview:

• London’s	private	rented	sector

• Current	regulatory	framework	for	rents

• The	rent	regulation	debate



1.	London’s	Private	Rented	Sector
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Security	of	tenure

Average		tenancy	length	in	UK	is		2.7	years



Access	to	the	sector
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The	‘informal’	sector



The	‘informal’	sector



2.	The	current	regulatory	framework

2.	The	current	regulatory	
framework



International	comparisons



Rents:
• Some	residual	‘fair	rent	act’	tenancies	with	controlled	rents
• Landlord	cannot	raise	rent	during	term	of	assured	

shorthold	tenancy
• Rent	tribunal	service	(hardly	used)

Tenancies:
• Landlord	must	honour	length	of	assured	shorthold	tenancy,	

and	give	two	months	notice	of	eviction
• Small	number	of	‘exceptions’	to	use	of	‘no	fault’	evictions
• Often	lengthy	legal	process	to	carry	out	a	‘tenant	fault’	

eviction



The	Mayor’s	Powers
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The	Mayor’s	key	PRS	policies	and	proposals

1.	Improving	standards	for	private	renters

• Enable	councils	to	make	better	use	of	their	powers
• Target	enforcement	resources	at	criminal	landlords

2.	Improving	affordability	and	security	for	private	renters

• Explore	options	for	a	new	deal	for	London’s	private	renters	and	
landlords	– the	‘London	Model’

• Work	with	Government,	councils,	and	employers	to	address	
upfront	costs

• Support	measures	to	limit	rent	increases	without	impacting	on	
housing	supply,	and	work	with	Government	to	address	long	term	
affordability



3. The rent regulation debate



Thank	you	and	questions

Rhona	Brown
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